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INTRODUGTION

The next European Parliament must deliver a clear pathway to a
fossil fuel phase-out, including fossil gas, as part of their vision for a
tangible sustainable energy transition in the European Union.

The next five years are a critical period for our climate efforts in the EU.
With over two-thirds of EU citizens recognising climate change as a
priority issue, and 2023 marking the hottest year in recorded history, it
is undeniable that EU politicians and decision-makers must take on
the responsibility of developing a clear vision and implementing bold
action to tackle the climate emergency. This must be a top priority of
the next European Parliament. Yet many of the European parties’ 2024
manifestos ignore this urgent reality and fail to propose the necessary
ambitious measures.

Energy systems must be reimagined so that they better reflect people’s
interests and needs, and in particular prioritise Europe’s most
vulnerable citizens. Change is heeded to stop relying on the fossil fuel
industry and bring about a system that is free of fossil fuels, and that
is underpinned by social, ecological and global justice principles. This
must become a reality across Europe by 2040 in order for the EU to
keep its climate targets.

This brief analyses the vision and measures that the manifestos of
the main European parties [1] propose for a fossil free energy system
in the EU. We consider their positions on 4 of the main dimensions
needed to secure a gas phase-out: a firm commitment to phasing out
gas, clarity on a proposed gas phase-out date, support for a ban on
fossil fuel subsidies, and a position on false solutions (hydrogen and
carbon capture and storage). Our analysis shows there are three
different directions that parties are taking: looking ahead to a fossil
free future, looking away from the necessary policy measures, or
looking backwards to an era of fossil fuel dependency.
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The Friends of the Earth Europe specific demands for the next
European Parliament include:

ENSURE A PHASE-OUT OF FOSSIL
FUELS AND FOSSIL GAS
SPEGIFIGALLY

A fossil gas phase-out is not only possible, it is inevitable if the EU is to
meet its own climate commitments, take on its fair share of
responsibility, and deliver tangible action in regards to the climate
crisis. The rising death toll, the threatened livelihoods and destroyed
biodiversity, caused by pollution and extreme weather events that are
linked to climate change, only underscore the need for decisive action
against the continued EU dependency on fossil fuels. Gas is
continuously portrayed by the industry as a key element of the energy
transition, which is misleading and inaccurate. It's therefore incredibly
important to counteract this damaging narrative by specifically
including gas each time a fossil fuel phase-out is discussed and
mentioned.

SET A GLEAR AND AMBITIOUS END
DATE FOR FOSSIL GAS IN EUROPE IN
THE EU'S 2040 CLIMATE TARGETS

Gas should be phased out in all sectors across the EU by 2035 at the
latest. Commitment to a phase-out date is needed in order to start
developing a tangible vision for a different energy system - one that
breaks the fossil fuel monopoly we currently live under. This would lead
to developing a more equitable system, fast-tracking concrete
solutions, prioritising the most vulnerable and delivering a just transition
for workers.



RESIST FALSE SOLUTIONS

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) and hydrogen have emerged on the
European stage as dangerous distractions. Initiatives relying on these
solutions are often thinly veiled attempts to extend our reliance on
fossil gas, by promising things like “sustainability” and “low-emissions”.
They are often based on dubious, inefficient or expensive technologies
and weaken our ability to effectively tackle the climate crisis.

STOP FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES

We must stop supporting the profits of fossil fuel companies and
redirect finance to a just energy transition. Loopholes to fund blue
hydrogen (i.e. hydrogen generated from fossil fuels, with carbon
capture and storage) and other forms of fossil gas in disguise must be
closed. Funding must be redirected to the energy transition and
prioritise people who are faced with energy poverty instead.
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EUROPEAN
MANIFESTOS ON
THE GAS PHASE-
OUT: LOOKING
AHEAD, OR
BAGKWARDS?




FOSSIL FUEL PHASE-OUT

The European Green Party (EGP) manifesto commits the party to working
towards “an energy system for all, based fully on renewables” and
acknowledges that “the EU needs to phase out all fossil fuels [and] a clear
plan for the total phase-out of fossil gas”.

The appears to suggest that the fossil
fuel phase-out in the EU is already an agreed and accepted policy, and
calls for it to be “accelerated”. There is no explicit mention of fossil gas.

The manifesto of the states that
their “ultimate objective is to reach a completely renewable and clean
energy mix” but does not specifically mention fossil fuels, fossil gas or a
phase-out.

Renew Europe Now (RE)’s manifesto proposes that “with the Green Deal
we set the path for an economically viable transition to a sustainable
future” and it is now “implementation time”. There is no mention of fossil
fuels, gas or phase-out in their manifesto. The non-committal reference in
the manifesto of the Alliance of Democrats and Liberals (ALDE) to
“reducing the use of fossil fuels” is equally disappointing, lacking any
specific pledge to a phase-out.

The European People’s Party (EPP) manifesto holds two contradictory
perspectives: it takes the phase-out of fossil fuels as a given: “we are
moving away from fossil fuels, by develop [sic] a roadmap towards a
resilient energy system with the phasing out of fossil fuels together with
Member States”, while simultaneously promising further gas investments:
“We will invest more in the development of electricity and gas network
interconnections between EU Member States”, which does not lend
credibility to their commitment to developing a clear phase-out roadmap.

The European Free Alliance (EFA) manifesto does not include any
discussion of fossil fuels, gas or phase-out. It asserts their support for
“the rapid expansion of renewable and low carbon energy projects”, which
potentially leaves the door open to the continued use of gas - for example
paired with CCS.

The European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR) manifesto not only
fails to mention a fossil fuels and gas phase-out, but it expresses support
for the internal combustion engine, affirming that it can “remain
commercially viable for years to come”.



A FOSSIL FUEL AND GAS PHASE-OUT
DATE

The European Green Party manifesto is the only one that mentions a
specific phase-out date for fossil fuels and gas: “The EU needs to
phase out all fossil fuels by 2040 starting with coal by 2030. The EU
needs a clear plan for the total phase-out of fossil gas and oil as early
as 2035 and no later than 2040.”

An honourable mention goes to the for their
vision of “reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 55% to 65% by
2030 and bring[ing] forward the date for the European Union’s climate
neutrality from 2050 to 2035”. However, clarity and a timeline on the
phase-out of all fossil fuels is essential for the credibility of any plan for
true climate neutrality.

None of the remaining parties - Party of the European Socialists,
Renew Europe Now, European People’s Party, European Free Alliance
and European Conservatives and Reformists - demonstrate the
necessary vision to introduce clear gas and fossil fuel phase-out dates.

NO MORE FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES

Fossil fuel subsidies are only addressed in one of the manifestos. The
European Green Party clearly states that “Europe needs a plan to
phase out all fossil fuels subsidies by 2025 at the latest”.

The and

manifestos do not tackle subsidies directly but do recognise the need
to curb the huge profits that fossil fuel companies make while
damaging our plant and livelihoods by proposing windfall taxes for
energy industries and big polluters. The European Green Party also
supports windfall taxes for the energy industries.

The Renew Europe Now, European People’'s Party, European Free
Alliance and European Conservatives and Reformists manifestos do
not recognise the absurdity of continuing to prop up the fossil fuel
industry and allowing it to make huge profits while causing climate
disasters and keeping Europe locked into a state of dependency on
their monopoly.



NO SUPPORT FOR FALSE SOLUTIONS

The European Green Party manifesto generally rejects false solutions:
“Suggested alternatives such as green hydrogen come with higher risks
and costs for both consumers and industry.”

The text does not refer to

hydrogen or carbon capture and storage specifically, but it promotes a

“technology neutral approach that champions nuclear energy”. The

, and

manifestos are quiet on the issue of false solutions.

The Alliance of Democrats and Liberals text proposes that we “invest

in all types of [...] low-carbon [...] energy sources, including nuclear

energy, complemented by carbon removal, capture and storage
technologies.”

The European People’s Party manifesto expresses unequivocal support
for hydrogen, with no recognition that this hydrogen needs to be fossil
free, stating that “we need a rapid ramp-up of international hydrogen
production”. In a similar vein, in the European Free Alliance manifesto,
hydrogen storage is mentioned among the “key future-oriented areas”,
which should be supported to ensure European competitiveness. While
these false solutions are often integrated in a narrative about
innovation and competitiveness, the reality is that they are backwards-
looking in order to keep the fossil fuel industry system in place.



CONGLUDING THOUGHTS

While globally, and in the EU, we see an increasing awareness that
climate change is the biggest threat facing humanity, the EU manifestos
vary greatly in the extent to which they acknowledge and grapple with
this reality, especially in regards to the need to truly phase out all fossil
fuels.

The need for urgent action is undeniable. It is on the next EU
legislature to lead on a just, fair and equitable global energy
transition by supporting a clear vision and pathway for the EU to
phase out fossil fuels and fossil gas. As EU citizens, the June elections
are our opportunity to send a clear message for a fossil free future
when we cast our vote.
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