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REFERENCES
Benzo(a)pyrene is a carcinogenic hydrocarbon and a 
growing problem in areas where domestic coal and wood 
burning for heating is prevalent (source: European 
Environmental Agency). Concentrations in Poland - where coal 
use is particularly high - are five times the EU target level. 
About a third of Polish homes have little or no insulation and 
use coal heating. 

Savings on health and pollution control costs increase very 
significantly with higher ambition. See the Commission's draft 
impact assessment for details. 

The better air quality resulting from an ambitious EU energy 
efficiency target can save 225,000 lives. See p55 of the 
Commission's draft impact assessment. Compared to the 
current 27% target, the number of life years gained with a 30% 
target increases by 2.5 million or about 31,000 lives (using EU 
data on average life expectancy). The number of life years 
gained increases by over 18 million - 225,000 lives - with the 
40% target recommend by the European Parliament. It is 
sobering to note that tens to hundreds of thousands of 
Europeans will die prematurely if the 2030 efficiency target is 
not increased. 

A 1 percentage point increase in the 2030 efficiency target 
would save half the annual volume of gas supplied by the 
Nord Stream pipeline. A 1% increase means saving about 20 
million tons of oil equivalent per year, or 22 billion cubic 
meters (bcm) of gas. According to Platts, Russia exported just 
under 40 bcm of gas to Europe via Nord Stream in 2015. 

Again according to Platts, the Nord Stream projects (Nord 
Stream 1 and 2) cost €8bn each. According to Commission 
and BPIE data this is equivalent to the cost of financing the 
'deep renovation' (i.e. reducing energy use by about 75%) of 
about 250,000 homes.
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