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Dear Friends, 
 

It is with excitement and (already) 
nostalgia that we present the last 
Network News for this year, and 
in this style. Another memorable 
year has flown by and we would 
like to thank everyone in the 
network for all their amazing 
work, enthusiasm, dedication and 
friendship. It’s always a pleasure, 
and we look forward to more 
passion and hard work in 2013. 
The last couple of months of 
2012 have been packed with 
meetings, conferences and 
internal planning at network level; 
a grand finale to the year.  
 
In this seasonal special we invite 
you to take a closer look at the 
work we’ve been doing in our 
Resource Use, EU Budget, 
Lobby Transparency and Climate 
Justice campaigns; both here in 
Brussels but also internationally 
at the talks in Doha.  

 
We are also happy to report the 
successful Network Strategic 
Planning meeting held at the end 
of November, here in Brussels, 
with representatives from the 
majority of network member 
groups and FoEE office staff. We 
appreciate that so many groups 
actively participated in discussing 
how and what we aim achieve in 
the next five years and beyond 
and believe this will allow us to 
better reflect the diversity and 
strengths of the European 
network. 
 
All that remains is for us to wish 
you all the warmest season’s 
greetings and a happy New Year. 
Enjoy your holiday break.  
 
Best wishes, 
Stine, Francesca, Sam and John 
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Christmas party 2012! 
The office came together for an 
unforgettable and phantasmago-
rical version of the FoEE Christ-
mas dinner. The evening started 
with a visit to the museum of 
‘fantastic’ art – a Brussels institu-
tion.  
 
A small house filled with bizarre 
artefacts created over a period of 
13 years by the resident Brus-
seloise artist Michel Dircken.  
 
‘Fantastic’ in many ways, confus-
ing in many others, the tour in-
cluded some of the worst Christ-
mas gifts ever.  
 
Following the tour, the office vis-
ited Michel’s workshop and bar in 
the old ice-factories of Saint 
Gilles, where we fished for gifts 
amongst more fantastic art, en-
joyed some ghostly themed beers 

Office news 

People news 

Tom Espley has just arrived in 
Brussels, and is very pleased to 
be working with FoEE. Originally 
from the UK, where he worked 
managing the finances of various 
NGO's and social enterprises, he 
was most recently based in Taji-
kistan working with an interna-
tional development NGO. He’s 

excited to be with FoEE, an or-
ganisation that seeks to chal-
lenge and to change the world on 
a global scale.  
 
Rodrigo Freitas, Cibele and 
Helena, are sad to say goodbye 
to wonderful people, wonderful 
Belgium and wonderful beer. 

Rodrigo leaves his post as fi-
nance manager following a 
month-long handover to Tom, to 
start a new and exciting life in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Rodrigo 
will be starting an MBA pro-
gramme, the realisation of his 
dream upon moving to Europe 8 
years ago.  

and films, and some even a ride 
on an elephant. The evening fin-
ished with a genuinely fantastic 
four course vegan and organic 
meal at Dolma. A thoroughly en-
joyable meal with wonderful inter-

ventions from our beloved Esther 
– a big big thank you to all those 
who helped make it a very 
memorable evening. 
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The EU budget 
Short-changing people and planet 

W ith the collapse of the 
European Union’s budget 

summit in Brussels at the end of 
November, people and planet 
were both left short-changed. 
European leaders had gathered 
to reach an agreement on the 
European Union’s long-term 
budget, a sum of over a trillion 
euro to be spent throughout 
Europe between 2014 and 2020. 
But, as expected, discussions 
soon became fixated on quantity 
instead of quality – how much to 
spend, not how best to spend.  
 
The European Commission's de-
mand for a five per cent rise for 
the seven-year spending period 
from 2013 contrasted with some 
member states, including the UK 
and Sweden, who insisted the 
budget should be cut or, at worst, 
frozen. While opposing member 
states argued over these percent-
ages – sums as tiny as 0.005 
percent of total European GDP – 
the pressing issues of climate 
change, environmental degrada-
tion, sustainable agriculture and 

budget has the potential to tackle 
Europe's environmental and eco-
nomic crises, and unlock sub-
stantial investment money for 
projects like energy savings and 
renewables. These projects will 
cut our greenhouse gas emis-
sions, create millions of new 
green jobs and reduce fuel pov-
erty. 
 
Markus Trilling, for CEE Bank-
watch Network and Friends of 
the Earth Europe, said: "When 
the next Budget summit goes 

resource use were totally side-
lined. People following the dis-
cussions would have been for-
given for not knowing the huge 
potential the future budget has to 
work for them – especially in 
times of crisis. 
 
That’s why we called for quality 
spending to be the focus of dis-
cussions, and will do so again 
when the budget discussions re-
convene in early 2013. If well 
spent, the future European 

Alongside WWF and CEE Bank-
watch, we released a new map 
showing how regional spending 
can guide investments that are 
sustainable, innovative and really 
benefit the public.  
 
Visit wellspent.eu to watch the 
video, and read the specific coun-

try cases where Cohesion Policy 
is working for the environment, 
society and the economy.  

If your group is interested in us-
ing the cases, the video or the 
map, please contact: 
markus.trilling@foeeurope.org 

European money well spent 

http://www.wellspent.eu/
http://www.wellspent.eu/
http://www.wellspent.eu
mailto:markus.trilling@foeeurope.org
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ahead in the new year, it must 
put the quality of EU spending at 
the top of the agenda, and recog-
nise the huge potential of this 
money for improving the quality 
of life in Europe, our shared envi-
ronment and our economic pros-
pects.” 
 
To ensure these benefits, the 
European Commission will have 
to improve its proposal to allocate 
20 percent of the total budget for 
measures to address climate 
change into a 25 percent 'climate 
mainstreaming' figure.  
 
For agriculture, the current out-
look is grim, with small-scale sus-
tainable farmers going out of 
business, and intensive agricul-

ture practices leading to biodiver-
sity loss and polluted soil and 
water. One crucial legislative trick 
that could turn this around would 
be linking direct payments to 
farmers from the budget to strict 
environmental conditions, while 
dedicating funds to protect na-
ture. This would prevent Euro-
pean taxpayers’ money being 
spent on environmentally damag-
ing agricultural practices, like in-
tensive farming, and offer incen-
tives to small-scale sustainable 
farms. 
 
The next round of negotiations 
begins on the 7th February next 
year. European spending has 
often been misguided and dam-
aging, through investments pro-

moting fossil fuel use, carbon-
intensive projects or the destruc-

tion of nature. But it doesn’t have 
to be this way. Sustainable, effec-
tive and environmentally focused 
initiatives are out there – getting it 
right for the people and planet.  
 
Our work on the Well Spent map 
and website shows how invest-
ments in infrastructure projects 
can be tailored towards social 
and environmental ends, bringing 
benefits for the region, the envi-
ronment and the community. The 
old cliché rings true: it’s quality, 

Europe's leaders simply 
cannot afford to let a 
positive, quality-driven 
deal go begging again 

 

A new study from Friends of the 

Earth Hungary and other Central 
European environmental organi-
sations highlights that how EU 
funds are spent is more important 
than how much is spent. 
 
In times of economic and envi-
ronmental crisis, quality spending 
on public transport, sustainable 

food production, renewable en-
ergy and energy efficiency pro-
jects can trigger environmental 
protection and sustainable devel-
opment. To do this effectively re-
quires the cooperation of decision
-makers and all relevant stake-
holders from the early stages of 
planning.  

Teodóra Dönsz-Kovács, one of 
the studies coordinators said: 
"Governments recognise that civil 
society must be included in plan-
ning how EU funds will be spent. 
However, how this works in prac-
tice is going to vary from country 
to country. This study shows how 
it is possible." 

FoE Hungary offers ideas on how to plan EU spending 

http://bankwatch.org/billions/
http://bankwatch.org/billions/
http://bankwatch.org/billions/
http://www.wellspent.eu/
https://www.foeeurope.org/practice-and-principle%E2%80%93planning-how-EU-funds-can-be-spent-291112
https://www.foeeurope.org/practice-and-principle%E2%80%93planning-how-EU-funds-can-be-spent-291112
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E urope’s land footprint is 640 
million hectares a year – an 

area equivalent to 1.5 times the 
size of Europe itself. This is the 
land required to make everything 
that we consume, from food to 
material products to fuel. 
 
We held a half-day conference 
this December which addressed 
Europe’s land footprint, its 
causes, and solutions to the 
continent’s growing land 
dependency. ‘Resource 
Efficiency in Europe: reducing 
Europe’s land dependency and 
its impacts’, discussed the latest 
policy developments and how 
reducing Europe’s excessive land 
footprint can bring environmental, 
social and economic benefits. 
 
Supported by Judith Merkies 
MEP, the conference explored 
the causes of Europe’s land 
footprint, and how imported 
goods such as meat, dairy, 
biofuels and forestry products 
that require large amounts of land 

drive land-grabs, push up food 
prices and exacerbate social 
inequalities, with devastating 
social and environmental 
impacts. 
 
As the European Union 
recognises the urgent need to 
change the way we use 
resources, we aimed to provide 
policy recommendations to move 
towards a land-use reduction 
target in 2013. The presentations 
from the conference are available 
at foeeurope.org/reducing-

Europe-land-dependency-
impacts-031212 
 
One of the focuses of the 
conference was the role of 
company reporting in the process 
of resource-use reduction. Our 
new briefing highlights the 
substantial benefits for 
companies of improved resource 

use. The briefing was released as 
the European Commission 
prepares to publish new draft 
legislation on non-financial 
reporting by companies 

Europe’s land footprint 
Its impacts and how to reduce it 

Miners sift through sand for tin ore at a tin mine in Tanjung Pesona, District Sungai Liat, 
Bangka, Indonesia  Credit: Ulet Ifansasti/Friends of the Earth 

http://www.foeeurope.org/reducing-Europe-land-dependency-impacts-031212
http://www.foeeurope.org/reducing-Europe-land-dependency-impacts-031212
http://www.foeeurope.org/reducing-Europe-land-dependency-impacts-031212
http://www.foeeurope.org/role-company-reporting-resource-efficiency-011012
http://www.foeeurope.org/role-company-reporting-resource-efficiency-011012
http://www.foeeurope.org/role-company-reporting-resource-efficiency-011012
http://www.foeeurope.org/role-company-reporting-resource-efficiency-011012
http://www.foeeurope.org/role-company-reporting-resource-efficiency-011012
http://www.foeeurope.org/mining-smartphones-true-cost-tin-261112
http://www.foeeurope.org/Conference-Europes-land-footprint-051112
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(expected early 2013). This is an 
important opportunity to get 
companies to report their use of 
key resources, like materials, 
water, land and carbon, as well 
as their human rights impacts 
(see box below) thus helping to 
move to a resource efficient 
Europe.  
 
Currently only a limited number 
of companies are focusing on this 
area – and are starting to 
measure their resource 
consumption and take steps 
towards reducing it. But many 
aren't – that's why we need new 
company reporting rules which 
require all large companies to 
report on the resources they 
consume across their operations, 
including their supply chains. 

Andy Atkins, director for Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
opening our  conference on Europe‟s land footprint in Brussels. 

The devastating impact of tin-
mining, as a result of overcon-
sumption in Europe, is starting to 
receive attention from our net-
work. Tin used in some of the 
best-selling brands of smart-
phones is almost certainly linked 
to the devastation of forests, 
farmland, coral reefs and com-
munities in Indonesia, according 
to a new report from Friends of 
the Earth England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland: 'Mining for 
Smartphones: the True Cost of 
Tin'. 
 
The investigation links destruc-
tive mining techniques in Bangka, 
Indonesia, to products in Europe, 
and is calling for solutions from 
the same non-financial reporting 
directive mentioned above. Un-
der the directive, companies will 
have to disclose not only their 
impacts on the environment, but 
also impacts upon human rights.  
 
Paul de Clerck, corporate ac-
countability campaigner at 
Friends of the Earth Europe, 
said: "Samsung and Apple re-
fuse to tell us where their tin 
comes from. We are asking the 

European Union to urgently draw 
up regulations forcing companies 
to disclose the resources they 
use and the environmental and 
human rights impacts associated 
with them." 
 
Only obligatory reporting rules 
will push companies to demand 
better conditions from their sup-
pliers and invest more in reduc-
ing the amount of resources they 
use. 

Pius Ginting, campaign man-
ager at Friends of the Earth In-
donesia/Walhi said: "Tin mining 
has damaged more than 65 per-
cent of Bangka's forest areas and 
more than 70 percent of 
Bangka's coral reefs. Mining for 
tin on Bangka is a dangerous oc-
cupation: more than sixty miners 
have died this year, most of them 
buried underground or trapped 
underwater." 

Mining for smartphones 

Edi, a sea tin miner, separates sand from tin ore in Rebu Village, District Sungai Liat, 
Bangka, Indonesia. Credit: Ulet Ifansasti/Friends of the Earth 

http://www.foeeurope.org/node/39
http://www.foeeurope.org/node/38
http://www.foeeurope.org/mining-smartphones-true-cost-tin-261112
http://www.foeeurope.org/Conference-Europes-land-footprint-051112
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/tin_mining.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/tin_mining.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/tin_mining.pdf
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L obbying transparency, 
political ethics and the 

possibility for citizen participation 
in the European Union were the 
themes of our conference this 
November, organised together 
with organisations from five 
European countries. 
‘Participation, Ethics and 
Transparency: What citizens 
want from Brussels’ was hosted 
in Brussels as part of the EU 

Citizens project. In two panel 
discussions, members of the 
European Parliament, the 
European Commission, and civil 
society, as well as European 
citizens, took part in lively debate, 
with many interesting and 
challenging questions from the 
audience. 
 
In the first panel, the animated 
debate revolved around 
questions of second jobs for 
members of the European 
Parliament, their duty to disclose 
their financial interests and 
potential improvements in the 

Parliament’s ethics regulation. 
Friends of the Earth Europe’s 
Paul de Clerk and Isabelle 

Durant, European Green MEP 
and vice president of the 
European Parliament, advocated 
much tighter regulation for 
Members of the European 
Parliament to avoid conflicts of 
interest. Rainer Wieland, 
European People’s Party MEP 
and also a vice president of the 
European Parliament, criticised 
this approach as feeding a 
culture of mistrust. Tim King, 
editor of the European Voice 
newspaper, called on the MEPs 
to not only follow the letter, but 
the spirit of the European 

Parliament’s ethics regulations. 
Audience members posed 
questions to the panellists about 
citizens’ role in participating in 
European political processes. 

The second panel focussed on 
the transparency of decision-
making in Brussels and the way 
lobbying is regulated. Christian 
Linder from the European 
Commission defended the 
current voluntary lobbying 
register as a success, while Peter 
Facey of the transparency 
campaign group Unlock 

Democracy pointed to the 
necessity of a mandatory, strictly 
controlled lobbying register. Jose 
Luis Rufus from the European 
Parliament’s Transparency 

Register Secretariat stressed the 
progress that has been made in 
transparency issues over the last 
years and Gundi Gadesmann 
from the Office of the EU 

Ombudsman encouraged citizens 
to use the services of the 
Ombudsman if they want to file a 

Participation, transparency 
and ethics 

Isabelle Durant, vice 
president of the Euro-
pean Parliament, advo-
cated much tighter regu-
lation for MEPs to avoid 
conflicts of interest 

Conference: Lobby transparency in the European Parliament 

http://eu-citizens.org/
http://eu-citizens.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96639/ISABELLE_DURANT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96639/ISABELLE_DURANT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2323/RAINER_WIELAND.html
http://www.europeanvoice.com/page/european-voice-blogs-tim-king/3532.aspx
http://unlockdemocracy.org.uk/
http://unlockdemocracy.org.uk/
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/about-register/joint-secretariat/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/about-register/joint-secretariat/index_en.htm
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/start.faces
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/start.faces
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96639/ISABELLE_DURANT.html
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complaint about an EU institution. 
Many of the questions in the 
discussion were asked by 
members of the audience, which 
highlighted the interest of 
Europe’s people in transparency 
issues. 
 
Throughout the conference, a 
Twitter feed was projected beside 
the panellists, and gave citizens 
the opportunity to comment on 
the discussion and spread the 
conference’s messages online. 

We continue to advocate for 
stricter transparency rules for 
European Union institutions. A 
publication this July, 
Transparency in the European 
Parliament, highlighted the 
shortcoming of the financial 
interest declarations of Members 
of the European Parliament. In 
March 2011, Members of the 
European Parliament (MEPs) 
were caught red-handed 
accepting money for tabling 
amendments to legislation. What 
was soon to be referred to as the 
'cash for amendments' or 'cash 
for law' scandal caused an outcry 
in Brussels circles. In response, 
Jerzy Buzek, then President of 
the European Parliament, started 
a process to set up an ethics 
code for the institution, which 

had, until then, been missing. 
The 'Code of conduct for 
Members of the European 
Parliament with respect to 
financial interests and conflicts of 
interest' was agreed at the end of 
2011 and entered into force on 
January 1st 2012. 

However, Transparency in the 
European Parliament revealed 
some of the weaknesses of the 
new declaration system, six 
months after it entered into force: 
the questionable accuracy of the 
data provided by some MEPs, 
and the failure of some MEPs to 

treat the declaration seriously. 

The EU Citizens project is a 
partnership between 
organisations specialising in 
health, environment and the 
regulation of lobbying, with the 
central aim to increase the 
transparency of the EU and to 
allow for greater and more 
meaningful public participation in 
EU decision-making. 

A video from the conference: 
„Participation, Ethics and Trans-
parency: What citizens want from 
Brussels‟ is available here:  
youtube.com/watch?v=-
1Z9xDtacfQ.  

We continue to advocate 
for stricter transparency 
rules for European  
Union institutions 

Panelists during the second debate, focussed on the transparency of decision-making in 
Brussels and the way lobbying is regulated.  

A video from the citizen’s project 
is available here: 
youtube.com/watch?
v=KvpVWmJsMzU& 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Z9xDtacfQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Z9xDtacfQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Z9xDtacfQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvpVWmJsMzU&
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvpVWmJsMzU&
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvpVWmJsMzU&
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The agreement reached at the 
end of this month’s meeting of 
the COP to the UNFCCC in 
Doha, Qatar, has been greeted 
with disappointment and anger by 
many environmental activists. 
Hailed as weak and unambitious, 
the agreement included an exten-
sion of the Kyoto commitment 
period (due to expire at the end 
of the year) until 2020, but with 
even fewer countries than the 
original agreement (notably los-
ing Russia, Japan and New Zea-
land), and no new countries tak-
ing up binding targets. The ex-
tended Kyoto period will now only 
apply to less than 15% of the 
world’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions, leaving out the world’s 
largest emitters. 
 
"A weak and dangerously ineffec-
tual agreement is nothing but a 
polluters‟ charter – it legitimises a 
do-nothing approach whilst creat-
ing a mirage that governments 
are acting in the interests of the 
planet and its people," warned 
Asad Rehman, senior interna-
tional climate campaigner at 

Friends of the Earth EWNI.  
 
"Doha was a disaster zone where 
poor developing countries were 
forced to capitulate to the inter-
ests of wealthy countries, effec-
tively condemning their own citi-
zens to the climate crisis. The 
blame for the disaster in Doha 
can be laid squarely at the foot of 
countries like the USA who have 
blocked and bullied those who 
are serious about tackling climate 
change. Our only hope lies in 
people being inspired to take ac-
tion." 
 
Many people are taking action, 
trying to change policy in their 
own country or region. Young 

Friends of the Earth Europe or-
ganised ‘Qatar in Brussels’ – a 
week-long gathering of youth 
from across Europe, following the 
second half of the Doha negotia-
tions and staging protests in soli-
darity with those negatively af-
fected by climate change. The 
gathering got a political update 
from Doha via video call every 
day, and had workshops discuss-
ing the issues and developments, 
but disappointment with the lack 
of meaningful progress in Qatar 
was evident here, too.  
 
Saara from Young Friends of 
the Earth Austria said “It makes 
me proud to understand the com-
plicated issues of our society. But 
the more I understand, the more I 
feel this anger growing inside me 
against the people who are re-
sponsible for these meaningless 
discussions and weak words.”  
 
It wasn’t all pessimistic, however, 
as attendees of ‘Qatar in Brus-
sels’ held a street theatre demon-
stration at the crowded Christmas 
market. Saara continued “We 

Climate justice: Brussels, Doha and Dublin 

Youth activists gathered in Brussels as part of the 
„Qatar in Brussels event‟ (Credit. Luka Tomac)  

International climate talks end with an empty agreement 

Doha was a disaster 
zone where poor devel-
oping countries were 
forced to capitulate to 
the interests of wealthy 
countries 
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held our street theatre and every-
thing went fantastically. People 
were stopping, asking us for the 
reasons for our demonstration. 
We raised awareness amongst  
the Christmas market visitors. It 
was very motivating seeing that it 
sometimes only takes a few 
strong words to wake some-
body's mind.”  
 
Young Friends of the Earth 
Europe also sent an open letter 
to Connie Hedegaard, the EU 
commissioner for climate action, 
calling for the EU to change its 
position at Doha. 

 
 

D’Oh!-a in Dublin 
Friends of the Earth Ireland, with 
other members of Ireland’s Stop 
Climate Chaos coalition, staged a 
demonstration outside govern-
ment buildings in Dublin ahead of 
the UNFCCC talks in Doha. 
Dressed as Homer Simpson, ac-
tivists wanted to show that with 
the climate negotiations in Qatar, 
it feels more like D‟Oh!-a for Irish 
politicians with no domestic cli-
mate law. Stop Climate Chaos is 
a coalition of 26 organisations, 
including Friends of the Earth, 
campaigning for Ireland to play its 
part in preventing runaway cli-
mate change. 

The more I understand, 
the more I feel anger at 
those who are responsi-
ble for these meaning-
less discussions and 
weak words 

Homer Simpsons in Dublin  
Credit: Stop Climate Chaos 

Right: Red dots symbolizing the impacts 
of the European Union‟s inaction on cli-
mate change 
 
Above right: A youth activist taking part 
in street theatre for Qatar in Brussels 
 
Credit, both images: Luka Tomac 
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Targets for greenhouse gas 
emission reductions are very 
important, but it’s also impor-
tant to set binding targets for 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency – to ensure that our 
emissions targets are effec-
tively and sustainably met.  
 
This is why Friends of the 
Earth Europe, together with 
Climate Action Network 
Europe, launched  
climateplan2030.eu this month. 
Visitors to the site are invited 
to click a large red button for 
details of “how the EU can ad-
dress climate change without 
binding targets for 2030 for re-
newables and energy savings”.  
 
The big red button dances mer-
rily away, dodging the cursor, 
and a tab pops up telling peo-
ple that emissions reductions 
alone are not enough, and 
leave the door open to false 
solutions, then directing to 
“solutions which don’t dodge 
the real issues” – our new in-
formation page on why targets 
for renewables and energy sav-
ings are so important.  
 
We are also running a flyering 
campaign with mini binders 
promising an analysis of how 
the EU can address climate 
change without targets for re-
newable and energy savings – 
the binders are, of course, 
empty of ideas.  
 
We hope to highlight the ne-
cessity of binding renewable 
and energy savings targets in 
order to meet our emission re-
duction targets. 

What EU climate targets for 2030? 

Friends of the Earth Europe gratefully acknowledges financial assis-
tance from all its donors. Detailed information about Friends of the 

Earth Europe‟s funding can be found at: foeeurope.org/about/
financial 

Front cover:  A muddy-faced worker at a tin ore mine in District Sungai Liat, 
Bangka island. Credit: Ulet Ifansasti/Friends of the Earth  

 
Back cover: Activists dressed as coal industry lobbyists hand out Polish coal to 

participants on their way to the European Council's Working Party on Interna-
tional Environment Issues  

http://www.climateplan.eu
http://www.foeeurope.org/2030-climate-plan
http://www.foeeurope.org/about/financial
http://www.foeeurope.org/about/financial

