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Gas flaring in Nigeria: wasting environment,
wasting development, wasting life

Enormous amounts of
natural gas are often
released into the
atmosphere during the
production of oil. In Nigeria,
oil companies, such as Shell,
ExxonMobil and Chevron,
burn off this gas as a way of
‘reducing’ costs — this is
known as gas flaring. The
CO: emissions released
through flaring are
equivalent to that produced
by two million northern
European households. Gas
flaring wastes energy that
Nigerians could harness for
their development and
instead damages the local
environment and the health

of the local communities.
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Due to gas flaring, Nigeria will fail to achieve Millennium Development
which aims to ‘ensure environmental sustainability’ and MDG 8, ‘to d
partnership for development’.

history of oil in nigeria

Oil production has been taking place in Nigeria since the late 1950s. Oil companies state
that gas flaring is practical as it is cheaper than piping gas to areas where it could be
utilised by other industries, in power plants or for exportation. The gas could be used
locally to produce electricity and purify drinking water, thereby contributing to Nigeria
reaching MDG 1, ‘the eradication of extreme poverty’.

In Nigeria, gas flaring doubles the amount of CO: released in oil production, these flares
need to be culled®. In the 1990s oil companies made a commitment to stop flaring gas in
Nigeria. Despite repeating this promise in 2005, 2008 and 2009, the flares have not been
put out. Half of the reduction of flaring by Shell in the last ten years was only achieved as
a result of closure of some of the company’s oil wells due to the pressure from the
Ogoni, a Nigerian indigenous group.

the data

As the table below shows, gas flaring in Nigeria is still responsible for substantial
greenhouse gas emissions (in tonnes of CO.-equivalent).

BACKGROUND - DATA

The total CO2 emissions from gas flaring in Nigeria are equal to 10% of the CO2
emissions of Sub-Saharan Africa®. The World Bank has stated that gas flared by oil
companies in Africa in 2000 would have been sufficient to supply half of Africa’s
power usage in that year®.
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