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REJUSE - REducing Resource Use for a
Sustainable Europe

IS a 3-year action within the EuropeAid
strategy "Public awareness and
education for development in Europe”.

aims at highlighting the global impacts of
Europe’s growing resource use,

focusing on imported resources from
developing countries and its
conseguences in the global south,
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UNDER PRESSURE...

looks at trends of material and water
consumption and how they are interrelated,

shows that there are vast regional differences In
material and water extraction & consumption;

llustrates how Europe’s material and water
consumption is impacting others;

gives examples on cotton (Togo, Cameroon),
aluminium (Brazil) and Lithium (Chile);

suggests a way forward towards sustainable
resource consumption.



&: Resource Extraction

There are wide differences in per capita
extraction between the different continents.
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‘ 1 full drop of water = 1,000 | water extraction per capita and day

Source: www.worldwater.org



jﬁ}L" Resource Trade

The volume of global trade has dramatically
Increased In recent decades.
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Source: Dittrich, 2011



&: Resource Consumption

Material consumption is unequally
distributed between different sectors as
well as between world regions.
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. 1 full rucksack = 20kg resource consumption per capita and day

Source: SERI, 2011
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Water Trade

The volume of global trade of “virtual water”
has dramatically increased as well.
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Source: Mekkonen and Hoekstra, 2011



)ﬁ}" Water Trade

The volume of global trade of “virtual water”
has dramatically increased as well.
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)ﬁ}" Resource Efficiency

It is essential that we start using less
resources more efficiently.
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Meeting the challenge

Europe’s current model of economic growth is
linked to high levels of continuous consumption
and therefore high levels of resource use.

Decreasing our levels of resource use in absolute
terms is not only an environmental necessity, it
IS also an economic opportunity.

A global perspective is needed to ensure that policy
solutions are credible.

Designing a policy framework that incorporates the
Interconnected nature of resources

Take a comprehensive view: materials, water, land,
green house gas emissions



Thank you for your attention!
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