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To: Head of States of the EU 
CC:  Environment Ministers 
 Permanent Representatives 
  
 
Brussels, 22nd March 2010 

 
Integration of Biological Diversity into the EU 2020 Strategy at the European Spring 
Council  
 
Dear Heads of State, 
 
The draft of the new EU strategy “EUROPA 2020 – A European strategy for smart, sustain-
able and inclusive growth” will be discussed by the EU heads of state at the Spring Council 
on March 25th/26th. 
 
This strategy will guide EU policy up to 2020, and Friends of the Earth Europe would like to 
highlight, in the year of biodiversity, a major and alarming omission in the headline targets: 
 
“Halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 
2020, and restoring them in so far as feasible, while stepping up the EU contribution to avert-
ing global biodiversity loss”, as agreed in the Council conclusions of March 15th, is con-
spicuously absent.  
 
To halt the ongoing loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services in the EU and to avoid future 
costs caused by lack of action, the integration of this target into economic strategies is es-
sential. This is reflected in both the recent OECD study “Framework for the Green Growth 
Strategy” and the study “The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB)”. This key 
conclusion should not be disregarded, and the Environment Council conclusions demanding 
the full integration of the biodiversity headline target in the EU Post 2020 strategy should be 
respected. 
 
Failure to mainstream biodiversity into overall policy has been identified as one of the main 
reasons that the EU did not achieve its 2010 target of halting biodiversity loss. This needs to 
be addressed in the upcoming decisions on the EU 2020 strategy. We kindly ask you to sup-
port the inclusion of the council conclusions´ agreed biodiversity headline target as a sixth 
biodiversity headline target in the EU 2020 strategy at the Spring Council meeting on the 
25th/26th March, and in doing so help secure our invaluable biodiversity for future genera-
tions. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Magda Stoczkiewicz 
Director of Friends of the Earth Europe 


